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Tan exceedi ngly afraid, if the Matter were nar- 
rowly look*d into, that the very Crime of this 
Day is not ſo generally, ſo thoroughly, repented 
of, as it ought to be. If it be, kow comes it to 
paſs,that the very ſame Maxims and Doctrines, 
that brought the King from the Priſon. to the 

Block, are ſo publickly avow'd, and induſtriouſly 
proper rated ? And what can be the Meaning of 
that Barbarous Feaſt, that is ſaid (nor can it be 
gainſaid) to be annually kept up, to Mock the 
Solemnity of the Day, and Glory in the Execrable 
Deed? Dr. Moſs's Sermon, before the Houſe of 
Commons, Jan, 30, 1706, in 4to. p. 27, 28. 
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S140. 
| 8 HE many Cenſures occaſionally 


. paſs*d in Converſation, upon your 
L Sermon preachd at St. Paul's on 


the 30rh of January laſt, exci- 
ted in me a more than ordinary 
Curioſity to read it, when publiſh'd. And 
ſome Paſſages, upon which at firſt Sight 
I tranſiently caſt my Eye, would have al- 
moſt perſwaded me to think, you had been 
miſrepreſented, by thoſe who reported you to 
have faiPd in your Duty to the Day, and 
the Great Occaſion of that Solemnity. 

But fo ſoon as I had Leiſure to peruſe the 
whole, and to compare the Paſſages one with 
another, I found Reaſon enough to incline to 
their Opinion; and to appeal to the World, 
whether you have done Juſtice to the Subject 
you 


VW 
you took upon you to treat of, or even to 
that Great and Honourable Aſſembly, in 
which you was expected to appear as a Mo- 
nitor to Faſting and Humiliation. For in- 
deed, the dreſſing and ſerving up of your 
Entertainment, within Doors, convinc'd me 
of what (from the Sight of open Shops, 
crowded Streets and loaded Shambles, Ge. 
not to (peak of the Ca.ves-heads ! obvious 
enough abroad) I had Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that many of the Inhabitants in and about 
this great Metropolis were (even that Day) 
like to be better Fed than Taught ! 
Reep your Temper, Dear Sir, and make 
ſome Allowance for the Paſſions of an Old 
Cavalier, who liv'd in Times, when that ſo- 
lemn Anniverfary was obſerv'd in a more de- 
. vout and decent Manner: When our Shops 
were empty, and our Churches full of ſerious 
Mourners for thoſe National Sins, which 
brought down that National Judgment upon 
us: When our Preachers were not under 
any Influence or Temptation to Trim and 
Temporize, but conſcientiouſly taught and 
inculcated the Principles of true Religion 
and Loyalty, and the great Sin and Danger 
of Dyſobedience and wilful Rebellion againſt 
See the Ru- Lawyful Authority, according to 
8 ofter t5e the Doctrine of the Homilies; 
iCene Tree . - 

in te Ofice Which by Law is your bounden 
for the Day. Duty ſtill to do: And when thoſe 
vile Fanatical Miſcreants, who were _ 
Wiſe 


3] | 
wiſe-minded, were equally afraid and 4“ 
ſham'd to ſhew themſelves in the Face of the 
Sun, and therefore laid their Heads together 
in Places of Darkneſs and Obſcurity, as fitteſt 
for their infernal Enterprizes and Confulta- 
tions, How audaciouſly they preſume, 
now-a-days, to appear in open Day-light, is 
evident to all the World: But, we may 
fairly conclude, they are embolden'd thereto, 
by ſuch-like Apologies as you have here 
made for their Principles and Practices. 

I am not inſenſible, that your Sermon 
comes into the World under the Sanction of 
Authority: Nor am I conſcious of any Diſ- 
pcfition in myſelf to deſpiſe Dominion and 
ſpeaꝶ Evil of Dignities. So far the contrary, 
that if I ſhould live to ſee the moſt notorious 
Time-ſerver or Turn-coat lawfully veſted with 
Authority, I would diſtinguiſh between the 
Character and the Perſon, ſo as to forbearany 
Reflections upon the one, in dutifu] Reſpect 
to the other. But this, I hope, may be faid 
without Offence, that Thanks of this Kind 
are no certain Proof of Approbation, but 
often paſs, as of courſe, (after once hearing, 
and perhaps that too without due Attention 
to the Matter in hand) mecrly in Compli- 
ment to the favourite Preacher, or his Pa- 
tron: So that, when a Diſcourſe is publickly 
expoſed to the World, we do not think its 
Imprimatur can juſtly barr the Reader from 
W 
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his Right to paſs ſuch Judgment upon it, as 
the Subject and Performance may deſerve. 
In Virtue of this Privilege, I have now fate 


down, to take a full and impartial Review 


of your Sermon: Wherein I ſhall fo far fol- 

p low your own Rule and Advice, 
10. 

as neither to rip up old Sores that 

have been long fince cloſed, or widen any Dif- 


ferences that ſtill Subjiſt among us; nor yet, 


out of a falſe Modefly, and a mere Afectation 
of Tenderneſs, forbear to follow the Advice 
of the Text, to render to all their Dues. 
In Order to which honeſt End, (in the 
ni moſt extenſive Senſe of the Wards. ) 
I propoſe to myſelf, 
I. To examine the moſt material Prin- 
cCiples and Poſitions laid down, as the 
Grounds of your Diſcourſe, with the 
Uſe and Application you have made 
thereof, And 
II. To glean up and collect ſome of your 
other ſcatter'd Words and Expreſſions, 
which ſeem liable to Miſconſtruction; 
with Remarks upon the whole, as I go 
along, adapted to the Day and the Oc- 
caſion. 
Now, among the firſt, you ſay, Indeed, 
. © Chriſtianity makes not any ſort of Altera- 
y tion in our civ, Rights and 
Privileges, but leaves us juſt as 
* it found us, in that Reſpect: Only where 
© Obe- 
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Obedience (or any other Part of civil Duty) 
was previouſly due from us, there the Goſpel 
comes in Aid of the civil Power, requiring 
us to be ſubject, not only for 2 rath, but 
* for Conſcience Sate, (Rom. xiii. 5.) 
But, Sir, it this be true, (as, I know, it Was 
held to be, above 60 Vears ago) will it not 
bear, hard upon the Principles and Practices 


K 


of thoſe, who reſiſted, depoſed, exiled, ab- 


jured and murder'd their natural Soveraigns 
to whom Obedience was previouſly due by 
inherent Birth-right and undoubted heredi- 
tary Succeſſion ? For, what tho? ſome of them 
were inſinuated to have been Popiſhly-af- 


fected, and one of them was a profeſſed . 


Papiſt? If Chriſtianity made no Alteration in 
that Reſpect, the Obedience which was pre- 
viouſly due to them by Nature could not be 
voided, but was confirm'd by the Aid of the 
Goſpel: And then, thoſe of their Subjects 
who withdrew their Allegiance, and re- 
belPd againſt them, will be brought within 
the Cenſure, and incur the Guilt and Pe- 
nalty here denounc'd in this Apoſtolical Sen- 


tence. Neither can you hope that any of 


thoſe ſpecious Pretences of Popery, Slavery, 
Tyranny, Oppreſſion, Arbitrary Power, &c. 
with which you and others have fo deeply 
branded their Memory, will be ſufficient to 


acquit their Rebellious Subjects before God, 


if you know and confider, that this Divine 
Precept of Obedience and Subjection was 


given 
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given under the Em pire of Nero, an Heathen 
Jabolater and monſtrous Tyrant. and that too 
without Diſtinction of Perſons or Places, 
Religion or Morals, provided always that the 
Higher Powers muſt be the EZeoias, law- 
fully and righttuily veſted with Authority 
over them. 

This was wont to be the Doctrine of the 
Church of England, and all her Orthodox 
Divines heretofore in my Time; and would 
have become you, Sir, on that ſolemn Occa- 
ſion, much better than ſuch an uncouth 
Harangue, which ſeems rather an Excuſe 
for the Sin of the Day, than a Motive to Hu- 
miliation for it. 

For, thus you proceed, in the Words im- 
mediately following; © So long as the Civil 

p Magiſtrate continues to act 

7, 8 

© agreeably to the End of his 

Office, viz. For the Puniſhment of Evil 
Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do 
Well, (1 Pet. ii. 14.) Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience to Him is part of our Chri/tian 
Duty: But, it, inſtead of this, he ſhould 
prove a Terror to the good Works, and not 
to the Evil, (Rom. xili. 3.) no one ſurely! 
N Nowea- days, will pretend that the Reli- 
gion of Chriſt requires us to be acceſſary to 
our own Deſtruction; but the governed 
Society hath, according to Reaſon and the 
Nature of Things, a Right of Self-Preſer- 
vation and Self-Defence, to be exerted, * 
© the 
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LY. 
© the Exigence of the Times, and the Rules 
© of Prudence ſhall require. 

Whence you learn'd this Doctrine I need 
not inquire. Every one knows, it was ſome- 
time call'd Bangorian; and from ſo high a 
Fountain, might, by Tranſlations, eaſily de- 
ſcend fo low, as to be implicitly ſuck'd in — 
an Hoſpitaler of St. Thomas's in Southwark, 
within the Dioceſe of Yinche/ter ! But, un- 
leſs your Reading has been Partial, and only 
on one Side, you might have been convinc'd, 
that theſe Principles (among others of the 
like Strain) are ſo far from being conſiſtent 
with the Goſpel of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
that they plainly tend to confirm that Jea- 
louſy, w which * 05S obſerve) the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, at its firſt Appearance in the World, 
raiſed in the Ruling Powers, * leſt it ſhould 
© ſeduce their Subjects from their 
* bounden Allegiance, and cauſe 
them to withdraw their Obedience from 
their Rightful Governors, For, tho? that 
indeed was à Slander at firſt raiſed upon it by 
the Jews, — 4 fal ſe Accuſation againſl our 
Saviour hbimpelf, — and a Calumny continued 
to be propagated among them ; and, as you 
obſerve, * perhaps, ſome new Converts, thro' 
© the Indiſcretion of their Zeal, 
might give ſome Colour to the 
Report: This, however, is clear enough 
(without a perhaps that thoſe who propagate 
ſuch Principles, and eſpecially in a 30 of 


January 


Ibid, 


1 
JET Sermon, can't be ſuppos'd to have 
| Nova Defign i in ſo doing, than to juſtify 
= f poſſible) thoſe Miſcreants, who actually 
id ſeduce * Subjects of K. Cha. I. &c. 
From their bounden Allegiance, and cauſe 
them to withdraw their Obedience from their 
(then undoubted) Rightful Governors; what- 
ever plauſible Pretences they may think fit 
to make, of Zeal for the preſent Ruling 
Powers. 

For my Part, had I the Honour to be of 
the Privy-Council, I ſhould look upon the 
Men of your precarious Principles, as much 
more dangerous to any Government, than 
thoſe who, cut of a Principle of Conſcience 
(tho? miſtaken) ſcruple to comply: As theſe 
are fair and open Adverſaries, and only ſtand 
off, till their Conſciences can be fairly con- 
vinc'd of a Miſtake ; whereas the o7hers have 
a preſent Intereſt in their Compliance, and 
are ready to revolt, whenever they are pleas'd 
to look aſkew at the Adminiſtration, and to 
charge it with acting contrary to the End of 
its Inſtitution ; that is, in plain Engliſb, 
whenever the Adminiſtration is not agreeable 
to their own private Schemes and Notions, 

For, what elſe can be the Meaning of that 
Limitation of our Submiſſion and Obedience 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, only /o long, and no 
longer, than he continues to act agreeably to 
" the End of his Office, &c. but that any pow- 
erful Sect or Faction may take upon GL in 
their 


== - 1 
their Turn, to queſtion their Sovereign's 
Adminiſtration, and exer7 a pretended Right 
of Self-Prejervation and Self- Defence againſt 
him, till at laſt they overturn the Govern- 
ment, and ſet up for themſelves, in ſuch a 
Manner as (they thall judge) the Exigence of 
the Times, and the Rules of Prudence ſhall 
require? 

If this your favourite Notion ſhould come 
to be generally receiv'd and allow'd, your 
Argument will prove too much ; and there- 
fore is good for nothing. For, may not the 
growing Sect of the Quakers, when ſtrong 
enough, be thus moved to exert themſelves 
againſt any future King, if they ſhall think 
he has not 7he Spirit within him? May not 
that other numerous Sect, which glories in 
its Infidelity, be ſtrong and wicked enough 
in Time, to attempt the like againſt any 
Prince whom they may charge with Superſti- 
tion, for believing the Creeds, &c. May not 
a certain Party, whom you charge with 4 
factious Spirit of Oppojition,which puſhes Men 
on to clog the Wheels of Government, , . 
and to diſtreſs an Adminiſtration, © 
without real Cauſe : (May not they, I fay, 
if any ſuch there be) repreſent ſome of the 
publick Meaſures as @ Terror to the good Works 
and not to the Evil, and therefore not agreea- 
ble to the End of Government, but tending to 
the Deſtruction of the govern'd Society! 
Then what can be ſaid, upon your * 

ä ples 
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les, why any of theſe ſhould not, as well as 
he reſt of the governed Society, have, accord- 
ing to Reafon and the Nature of Things, a 
right of Self-preſervation, and Self-defence, 
to be exerted, as the Exigence of Times, and 
_ Fhe Rules of Prudence, ſhall require? For, 
of all this you leave the governed Society, 
or any prevailing Party of them, to Judge 
tor themſelves. 
. Thus, in conſequence of your Doctrine, 
tis evident (without a perhaps) that rhe 
Ambitious and the Factious (of whom there 
have been too many in all Ages) may hope 
» ., © to reap Advantages, by ſetting the 
*+ 14+ Nation in a Ferment, at an 
Time, and inſpiring the Populace with Sen- 
timents of diſloyalty. And thus you have 
opened a wide Door, to introduce thoſe very 
Confufions, with all their numerous train of 
| evil Works, againſt which you have 
P. 14. ſo loudly declaim'd, as the comm n 
Conſequence of a Spirit of Libertiniſin, Ir- 
religion, Infidelity, and popular Revolutions! 
Remember, Sir, that it was © to guard 
© againſt theſe Inconveniences for the 
© future, St. Paul, in this Chapter 
| © to the Romans, preſſes upon them the Duty 
of Submiſſion to the Higher Powers, in very 
© ſtrong Terms: — In like Manner, St. Peter 
* cxhorts thoſe he wrote to. And while you 
teach the People, to break through this 
ſtrong double Guard, or to evade it, by 
FEED 8 | ſubtle 
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ſabtle Diſtinctions, ee, to the expreſs 
Words and Meaning of the inſpired Apo- 
ſtles, conſider, whether this is not pervert- 
ing the Goſpel of Chriſt, and preaching. 
another Goſpel, than that which they preacb- 
ed; and take heed of the Anathema 8 
by the Holy Spirit, 1 ſuch as N 
to do ſo! (Gal. i. 7, 8, 9.) 

Remember, that Attempts to introduce 
Innovations ate generally of bad _ 
Conſequence in molt Caſes; but, why 

in Religion and Law, they are ſo much 
.the worſe, as theſe are of more ſacred and 
univerſal Concern,” But the indiſpenſible 
Duty of Submiſſion to Autbority, and of 
Obedience (active or paſſive) to thoſe who 
are rigbifully veſted therewith, has been the 
Doctrine of all Ages, from the Creation of 
the World, down 1 to the Times we live in; 
as being previouſly due, even by Nature, 
before the Will of God was r either 
in the Law or the Goſpel; which laſt (as 
you obſerve) only comes in Aid of the Civil 
Power, with an additional Obligation upon 
our Conſciences to the Performance 

of that Obedience, where (and to 


n 


whom) it was previouſiy due from us. 


This, if we give due Attention and Credit 
to the Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and 


New Teſtament, or even to the Authentic 


Hiſtories and Records of our own Nation, 


mult be allow'd for found Doctrine, both in 


C 2 Reli- 
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Religion and Law, among thoſe * old 
095 Was Principles that have been long 
2 © © tried, and experimentally found 
© to be good; (and which therefore, 
according to your own Argument) 
fſhould not be too caſily parted with 
for others we know little certain of, 
thoꝰ they ſhoud come recommended under 
a ſpecious Garb: (Becauſe) the outward 
Appearance is often Fallacious, the Expe- 
© riment hazardous, and the Advantages 
pretendedly ſaid to arife from it, moſtly 
6 Brecaruans. | 
Lou have cited many Authorities of Holy 
p. 16, is, Scripture, expreſsly ſetting · forth 
6, 7. our Duty to God and the King as 
inſeparable; and the Reverence and 
Submiſſion due to the Royal Character, 
which ought always to be had in profound 
© Veneration by all the People? The great 
* Rs ts Sin and miſchievous Effects of 
20, 23, 24. deſpiſing Dominion and ſpea ing 
| evil of Dignities ; as well as the 
D 44 Danger of meddling with them 
i that are given to change. And you 
have. largely dilated upon many of the per- 
nicious and deſtructive Notions 
8 1 18.14, of Chriſtian Liberty; the Con- 
19, 24 ſequences of not duly confidering 
wherein it doth conſiſt; and how 
apt it is to degenerate into Libertiniſin, Li- 
centjouſneſs, Contempt of Authority, F. "m__ 
. an 


( 13] 
and Rebellion. This, and the like, (I ſay) 
you have enlarg'd upon in the general, and, 
as it were, by way of Common: place: But 
what you infer from thence, by way of Ap- 
7 8 8 to the Solemnity of the Day, is 
ar from coming up to Expectation. 

Tis true, you vouchſafe to call the actual 
Decollation of the King, an horrible Mur- 
der, which cannot but be had in N 
© Deteſtation by eyery ſober- 2 * 1 
minded Man, and good Chri- 
© ſtian; — a moſt execrable Murder ; — a 
* diſmal Tragedy; —— a horrid Tranſac- 
* tion; —— an unnatural Wickedneſs!? &c. 
And you acknowledge, that the „ 
« Miſeries conſequent hereupon 
to the whole Nation, exceeded all De- 
fſcription.“ But yet, after all this, you are 
far from coming up to the Intention of the 
Legiſlature; which (in the Act for - 
the perpetual Obſervation of this Le | 
Anniverſary Faſt) do not only, in | 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, renounce, abominate, 
and proteſt againſt that impious Fac., — 
but alſo againſt a// Proceedings tending there- 
unte. For, inſtead of this, you have plainly 
expreſs'd your Approbation of P. 
ſome of thoſe Proceedings, under 
the Notion of a Legal Oppoſition, made in a 
Parliamentary Way! As if every thing done 
in a Parliamentary Way muſt of Courſe be 
legal, juſt, equitable, and. infallibly: 1.5 

| Oo? 


1 
Tho! the contrary is evident, from the Expe- 
rience- and Hiſtories of all Ages, ſince dur 
Kings firſt indulged their People with the 
Liberty to afſemble (when call'd by the Royal 
Authority) in a Parliamentary May; and 
particularly, in the Times now before 
us, when ſome of the pretended Parliaments 
were, in Truth, no better than a Conventicle 
of Rebells, (as honeſt Judge Jenkins bravely 
told them to their Face) and therefore ſuch 
their Acts of Oppoſition, &“. could not have 
any Legal Sanction of Authority. | 
But you proceed, to ſhew your Reſpect to 
the Martyr of the Day (tho you have not once 
vouchſafed him the Honour of that Title!) 
by telling your Hearers, to what that pre- 
tended egal Oppoſition was made; viz, * to 
<'the nb Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
* that was exerciſed in the beginning of King 
Þ.s, , © Charless Reign; when un uſt 
Projects of all Kinds, many ri- 
* diculous, many ſcandalous, all very grie- 
© vous, were ſet on Foot, to ſqueeze Money 
« out of the Subject, in an arbitrary, illegal 
Cu, © Manner;? for which odious Re- 
Hiſt. Vol. 1 flections (there diſtinguiſh'd by 
F 67. edi. 39. a different Character) you vouch 
the noble Hiſtorian of thoſe Times; but 
whether fairly or not, I wa not Leiſure 
here to examine. Be that Scandal whoſe it 
will, his or your own, the Character of its 
Author, (however otherwiſe Noble or Reve- 


rend) 
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rend) can have no Proportion of Credit, a- 
gainſt the concurrent Authority both of 
Church and State, whereby that , 
Prince is ſolemnly pronounced In- Car. II. C. 
nocent, and a bleſſed Martyr, and ſo 39, and the 
will be remember'd, among the beſt Day ** 
of Men, till Time ſhall be no 
more. 
Had you been inclin'd to do him common 
Juſtice, you might, at leaſt have let him 
have the Benefit of this Apology, in common 
with other Princes, that © Infallibility neither 
the King, nor his Miniſters 
under him, ever laid any Claim 
to: Whatever /uppoſed Errors therefore, in 
the difficult Taſk of Government may at 
any Time be pretended to have been diſ- 
cover'd, {till let us remember the Defe- 
rence and Reſpect due to Men in Autho- 
rity. 
115 Alte you have faid the worſt you could 
of that good King, and foully miſrepreſent- 
ed him as a monſtrous Tyrant and Oppreſſor, 
*tis no Wonder you take the Liberty, ſo ſcorn- 
fully to treat hat Sort of Men (as you call 
them with too pert an Air of Contempt) 
who pretend t bave the greateſt , _ 
Veneration for his Memory. Let 
me tell you, young Gentleman, if you 
mean the O Cavaliers, they do not only 
pretend, but really have the greateſt Venera- 
tion for it; And this they look upon 3 be 
* | : their 
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their Duty, as well as their Glory, that, 
without any Hypocriſy, they join in the 


whole divine Office of our Church; and 
particularly in that Prayer, Let 

oy Coleen his Memory, O Lord, be ever 
fice. Bleſſed among us, that we may 
follow the Example of bis Courage and Con- 


flancy, his Meekneſs, and Patience, and 


great Charity. In the mean Time, you, 
and your ſort of Men, may glory in your 
Shame, while you impute Bla a/premy to thoſe 
who. religiouſly conform to the Duty of the 
Day, endeavouring to render to all Nets due 
Praiſe ; and let fly among them a ſwarm of 
May-bee” s, tho? without a Sting! 

But, I pray you, Sir, where is the Blaſ- 

=  phemy, in ſhewing the great Re- 

9. 

ſemblance there was between ma- 

ny of the Circumſtences of the Paſſion of our 
Saviour and that of the Royal Martyr? Have 
you not heard what a Comfort it was to the 
King in his laſt Hours, when the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt's Paſſion was read to him, as the 
Leſſon for the Day, in the ordinary Courſe, 
according to the Kalendar? And whoever 
looks, without Prejudice, into the Hiſtories 
of that Time, cannot but ſee enough to juſti- 
fy a remarkable Parallel, without any fear 
of your cenſure of Blaſphemy. 

For, not to mention the Allufion between 
the Perſons and Characters of our Lord Chriſt, 
and the Lord's Chriſt(or Anointed) it * 
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be obſerv'd,. that they were beth ſubject to 
the Cuntradiction of Sinners, and perſecuted, 
from the Time of their firſt Appeatance on 
the public Stage of Life: That the Enemies 
of both were of their own Nation, and un- 
der infinite Obligations to them ; ſome of 
them Prieſts, ſome Elders, ſome Scribes 

with many Phariſaical Sectarics, tho of dif- 
ferent Principles and Intereſts, agreeing in 
nothing elſe, but all under the Influence of a 
wicked Sanhedrim or Parliament! That all 
Sorts of Subtilty, Craft and Artifice were 
made Uſe of, to trepan and enſnare them; 
and all Means uſed to diſcover and take them! 
That they both were betrayed, fold; and de- 
liver'd up, by ſome who were neareſt their 
Perſons ; denied and abjured by others, for- 
ſaken by the many, and confeſs d by few: That 
both were- proſecuted, as publick Enemies, 
under the ſpecious Pretences of the Public- 
good, and the Security of the true Religion 
That both were purſued with the Clamour of 
Juſtice, and Euecution! (tho both were 
Innocent of the pretended Crimes) and the 
worlt of Robbers and Murderers preferred 
before them! That, as Pilate's Wife inter- 
poſed a Caution to him againſt his Proceed- 
ing in the one Caſe, ſo did Brad/haw's the 
very fame to her Huſband, as did Fairfax 
the Generals Wife, alſo make a public Pro- 
teſt againſt that in the other! That, after 
Sentence ptonounc'd, they both were out- 
971 D ragiouſly 
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ragiouſly inſulted, noch d and even ſpit upon; 
and yet, in like Manner, not only conftantly 
and meekly * ſuffered all thoſe barbarous 
Indignities, but even to the laſt pray'd for 
them who ſo defpitefully uſed them, and per- 
fſecuted them. To this might be added, 
that, as the one was crucified- between Zwwo 
Thieves, ſo the other ſuffered between two 

no leſs miſchievous Factions! | 
Here, I ſuppoſe, you will diſpute this 
Point, as an eſpecial Advocate for the Pre/- 
byterians ; in whoſe Favour you have enter'd 
a Caveat, that we ſhould not throw the 
Blame of it upon any Body of 
Men, of one general Denomi- 
* nation, when there is nothing in their 
© ayowed Principles, which leads to this; 
© beſides which, the chief of them, at the 
very Time of the Tranſaction, declared 
their Deteſtation of it by a public Remon- 
'« ſtrance;* for which you refer us to NeaPs 
Hiſtory of the Puritans. A Th 
But, without examining your: Voucher, 
I will grant you, That, * almoſt all the Preſby- 
* ok 3 terian Miniſters of London, and 
f Ewe. Vel very many out of the ſeveral 
II. 626. Counties, and a few of the In- 
dependents themſelves, declar'd 
« againſt the Deſign, in their Sermons from 
© the Pulpit, in Conferences, Monitory Let- 
« ters; Petitions, Proteſtations and publick Re- 
monſtrances. Tho, if we conſider the Time 
F when 
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when they made all this Appearance of De- 
teſtation, we ſhall find, that, whatever Apo- 

logies they could make for themſelves, or you 
for them, can never acquit the Body of them 
of the downright Guilt (which you, with 4 
falſe Modeſty, and. Affectation of — © 
Tenderneſi, ſoftly call the Blame) 25. 
of that diſinal Tragedy; when ?tis evident to 
all the World, that they were the Men, who 
not only form'd the Plot, and deviſed the 
Scenes, but ated their Parts throughout the 
whole, till it came near the fatal Cata/trophe ; 
when they were, very unwillingly, driven 

off the Stage, by other Actors, who had, 
under their Inſtruction, learn'd to finiſh 
what was yet to be done. 

* Some indeed of our Engliſh Phariſees, 
would fain perſwade us, that they abhorred 
the Murder of the Father, and aſſiſted in the 
Reſtoration of the Son: And thus far they 
run parallel with Pilate; who too Water, 
* and waſhed his Hands before the Multitude, 
* ſaying, TI am innocent of the Blood of this 
* juſt Perſon. (Matth. xxvii. 24.) So far, 
© *tis true, he had declared the Priſoner Inno- 
© cent of the Charge laid againſt him, and, 
*. as. ſuch, had endeavour'd, by .perſwaſive 
Arguments, to gain the Conſent of the 
People to releaſe him: But, after all this, 
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©. when he ſaw that be could prevail nothing, 
hut that rather- a Tumult was made, be, 
* contrary. to Law, contrary to natural Jul 


— 


2 © 11C6 


[20] 

© tice, and contrary even to the declared Con- 
© viction of his own Conſcience, baſely, 
© thro” Fear, gave up the innocent Victim 
into the Hands of his Enemies, whom he 
© knew to be maliciouſly reſolv'd to deſtroy 
© him. And how did our Presbyterians 
© manifeſt their Innocence in the other Caſe ? 
Why truly, they firſt plotted, conſpired, 

and by all * lawful Means attempted, the 
utter Overthrow of our ancient Heredi- 
© tary Monarchy, and of the true Church of 
< England, (which, under God, is the only 
Y — of it; ;) but they did not thoroughly 
«© eftabliſh and ſettle: their own covenanted 
Model of a Genevan Purity in both, upon 
© the Ruins thereof! They raiſed Tumults, 
© Riots, and rebellions Armies, to fight 
againſt their King; but they did not kill 
him! They Shot at him, and kill'd thou- 
fands of his loyal Subjects on every Side of 
him; but they did not touch his facred 
6 Perſon, nor hurta Hair of his Head! They 
gave vaſt Sums of Money to get him into 
6 their Power, and made him a Priſoner ; 
© but they did not preſume: (good Men !) to 
bring him to an open Trial, and to put him 
« to death; tho? the Priſon of a Prince gene- 
rally ſtands upon the Brink of his Grave! 
They openly rebelled againſt him indeed; 
but they did not murder him They firſt 
diſabled him of all hisPrerogatives andPow- 
er r to ſave him elf, and then tied his Hands ; 


6 * but 
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© but 


* No! The laſt bloody Stroke was not given 
©: by the Preſbyterians themſelves, but by their 


© Diſciples andFellow-Labourers in the fame 


© Good old-Cauſe, the Independents: Who, by 
c the like Logic, might acquit themſelves of 
* the Guilt, becauſe the Blow was given bythe 
© Executioner in a Maſk; as the Ezecu- 
« tioneralſo might plead, that i it was not he, 
but the Ax in his Hand, which did cut off 
* the King's Head! 
This Quotation, from an original Manu- 
digt, ſeems to ſtate the Caſe fairly, and to 
render to all their Dues. But, whereas you 
would perfwade us, that the Action itſelf 
is generally. condemned, by 1 
Men of all Denominations a- **: 
mong us, their avowed Principles tending 
to Loyalty, and obliging to, „ 
Obedience: — that there is 
* nothing in their avowed Principles, which 
leads to this; — and therefore no Body of 
Mien ought to be charged with it: I would 
recommend to all our unprejudic'd Readers, in 
order to their giving a juſt Judgment of this 
Iſſue between us, firſt to attend to the Evi 
dence of theſe following Witneſſes, upon 
which (among many others) I ſhall reſt the 
whole Cauſe ; viz. Archbiſhop Bancrof?'s 
Dangerous Poſitions and Proceedings, &c. of 
the Presbyterians (ſeveral Times reprinted) : 
Mr. Dav. Owen's Herod and Pilate e 
ci 


they did not bring him to the Scaffold ! 
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ciled; or r The Concord of Papiſt and Pu- 
ritan, for the Coercion, Depoſition, and Kil- 
ling. of Kings, printed, 1610, in 4to. Mr. 
F. Corbet's Epiſtle congratulatory of Lyſima- 
chus Nicanor, to the Covenanters, 1640, 
and 1684, in 410. Mr. Tho. Edwards s Gan- 
græna, in 3 Parts, 1646, in 4to. Mr. 
Clem, W/ alker*s Hiſtory of Tndependency in 
4 Parts, 1648, and 1660, in 4to. Dr. 
Heylin's Hiſtory of the Presbyterians, 1670, 
in. Folio. Mr. H. Fouliss Hiſtory of our 
pretended Saints, 1674, in Folio; and the 
Examination of (your Favourite) Mr. 
NeaPs Hiſtory of the Puritans (begun by 
Bp. Maddox, and finiſhed by Dr. Z. Grey) 
in 4 Volumes, 1733, and 1739, in 8vo. 
From ſome, or all of which, may be ga- 
thered abundant Proof, that, ever ſince thoſe 
Twin. Brothers (the Jeſait and Presbyterian) 
came into the World together, (that is, above 
200 Years paſt, ) their common Principle and 
Practice (as well as that of all their Spawn of 
other Sectaries) has been to depiſe Dominion, 
and ſpeak Evil of Dignities; to 
« purſue ſuch Schemes, as have 
© a natural Tendency to overturn and deſtroy 
all order of Government, and the Peace 
of Society. And (whatever Profeſſions they 
may make of modern Loyalty and Obedience) 
as Friends to Monarchy, Lovers 
© of their Country, and Patrons 
of Liberty, they have conſtantly heretofore 
4 © behaved 
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© behaved in ſuch a Manner as (whenever 
they prevailed, did) } deſtroy the whole 
« Frame of our onen, and bury the 
Liberties of the People, the Privileges of 
the Nobility, and the Rights of the Crown, 
in one common Ruin and Deſtruction. 
Tis therefore in Compliance with your own 
Advice, and that of your Text, that 1 
thus endeavour to render to all * dues; 
and do not ſcruple to ſet the miſchievous 
Conſequences of ſuch Behaviour before 
their Eyes, that ſo, if I cannot reclaim them 
* from their evil Ways, (which 
© I fincerely , wiſh to do) I may 

© at leaſt, render them wholly 2 Ex- 
cuſe. But, to what I have already ſaid, I 
ſhall only ſubjoin what is added (in the Ma- 
nuſcript before-quoted) to the Parallel there 
carried on, between the mo Thieves and the 
T ⁰ Factions; 3 © tho* with this great Diffe- 
« rence, that neither of zheſe have yet prov'd 
themſelves truly Penitent, as one of the 
others did upon the Croſs. F or, how can 
we think them Penitents, who inſtead of 
obſerving the Day appointed by Authority, 
as a ſolemn Faſt and Humiliation for the 
Sins of their Fathers, do ſtill Glory in the 
execrable Deed ; impiouſly profaning the 
Day with their Mock-Feaſts, and impu- 
dently deriding us for our dutiful Obſer- 
vance of it? In a Word, when the Jews, 
who ſo outragiouſly proſecuted our Saviour, 

and 
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Affection to that other Sort of Men, and thoſe 
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© and Judas, who fo Gy betray'd him, 
© and Pilate; who ſo unjuſtly ona 


© him, ſhall be acquitted! before God and 
Man; then (but not till then) may our 
Fanatic Heroes, be eſteem'd Saints, and 


all their Actions as innocent as the other!? - 


So much for your Clients. Now, Sir, 
by your Leave, a Word or two to yourſell. 
You take upon you to affirm, with a poſitive 
Air of Aſſurance, That indeed, all Ordets 
of Men were, at different Times, and in 
«© different Manners, concerned in beginning 
or widening the Breach; and by fome 
Means or other, helped on the Miſeries 


© that afterwards efued : A ſtrange Infatu- 


ation had fpread itſelf over the 


© whole Land; and neither No- 


© bility, nor Judges, nor Clergy, nor City, 


© nor Country, can be wholly excuſed from 


© © being the Promoters, at leaſt, of their own 


PHeſtruction. Tho? therefore the Odium, 
and the Load of Guilt, be generally thrown 


upon one Sort of Men, and one Sett of 
ns Principles only ; yet the Truth is too 
© notorious to be denied, that ail did, in 
© their Several Tarns and Proportions, help 


to bring on the impending Storm.“ Here, 


notwithſtanding all your Confidence, - you 


have not prow'd any thing, but your own 
Prejudice to the Church of England, and 
her Orthodox Members, and your partial 


of 
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of that other Sett of Principles, whoſe Ad- 
vocate you are. No wonder therefore, that 
you declaim ſo loudly againſt what you call 
© all that Wrath and Bitterneſs, 
* which ſome Men pour forth © 
* fo plentifully upon this Day, yp thoſe 
© whoare no more concerned in the Guilt of it 
© thanweourſelvesare! But now give me leave 
to alk you, what you mean by We ourſelves? 
It you ſpeak in the Language of the Bar, 
and mean your Clients for whom you are 
pleading, the Truth is too notorious to be 
denied, that no Sort of Men are more, (or 
ſo much ) concern'd in the Guilt of that un- 
natural Wickedneſs, as yourſelves are: But, if 
you ſpeak in Character, as a Churchman, 
and in the Style of the Pulpit, ſuĩtable to the 
Dignity of the Place you then had the Ho- 
Nour to appear in, your Aſſertion is as noto- 
riouſly falſe. For, I fairly challenge you to 
ſhew any Orthodox Members of the Church 
of England, whether of the Nobility, Fudges, 
Clergy, City or Country, of what Order or 
Degree ſoever, who are juſtly liable to that 
Odious and Scandalous Reflection. You 2 1 
Poſe, That by Chance ſome _ 
© few real Friends to Britain, '* 
* who fincerely wiſh the Proſperity and 
Peace of their Country, have unwarily 
© been drawn in, to abet ſuch Meaſures, as 
naturally tend to overturn and deſtroy the 
© beſt-conſtituted Scheme of Government 

E c * 
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< (and, upon the whole, the g, 2xetufed) of 
any in the known World:“ And in ſuch 
Caſe you recommend to them, to recolle& 
* themſelves - without Delay, returning to 
their Duty; and, inſtead of oppoRing, 

aſſiſt and promote thoſe Meaſutes, whic 
can alone make the Kingdom flouriſhing, 
* the. King glorious, and ourſelves happy. 
Now, this was the very Caſe of ſome few 
Churchmen, who were at firſt unwuriy 
&rawn in, to join in what you call a Legal 
'Þ s Oppoſition inaparhamentaryW ay, 
to Tyranny, Opyreſſion, and Arbi 
trary Power : But when they ſaw through 
the Specious Pretences of the Leaders of the 
Faction, and found their real Deſign was no 
leſs than the utter Ruin and Deſtruction of 
the whole Conſtitution both in Church and 
State, they immediately for ſook the Faction, 
acknowledged their Duty, and made ample 
Amends by their future loyal and uniform 
Conduct. Now, Sir, when you can fairly 
prove the Body of thoſe Men of any other 
Denomination (for whom you are an Advo- 
cate) to have manifeſted the ſame Repentance, 
Amendment, and uniform Perſeverance in the 
Principles and Practice of true Religion and 
due Obedience to Authority, there will 
ſoon bean End. of all that you call Frath 
and Bitterneſs, (which, by the way, was 
never poured forth but againſt the hardened 
and impenitent;) and you may be allow'd 
n to 
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to perſiſt in your (yet apparently too bold) 
Aſſertion, that the Body of Men 
of any one general Denomination 
are no more concern'd in, or * 
chargeable with, the Gilt of the Day, than 
thoſe of another. EPL * 
In the mean Time, I cannot but take No- 
tice of your curious Remark, that ks 
© is now a compleat Century, - 
fince this unnatural Wickedneſs was per- 
c petrated, the Actors in it have been long 
© fince dead) &c. And what then, I pray, 
Sir? Do you think therefore ii; high Time i 
to leave the Day out of the Kalendar, as not 4 
neceflary to be obſerved any longer? All the 1 
Authority, both of Church and State, is of a 3 
different Opinion ; commanding it to be, for 7 
ever hereafter, ſet apart to be kept and 06- , 
erw d, as an Anniverſary Day of Faſting and 3 
Humiliation, to implore the Mercy of God, ; 
&c, You do not, indeed, in expreſs Terms, | 
declare for the Abolition of it, as ſome others 
have more aucaciouſly done: But you have 
{lily inſinuated as much, by intimating that 4 
C x $1 Actors in it have been long fince dead, 5 
and the Action itſelf is generally con- þ 
© demned. by Men of al! Denominations 

among us, Sc. It this be any Argument 

(as ſome have uſed it) for aboliſhing 2%%/ An- 

nwerſary, it may be more ſtrongly urg d for 

aboliſhing another, after more than ſeventeen 
compleat Centuries. Yet that can never be 
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reaſonably aboliſh'd, while we have ſo many 
Fews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks among 
us. In like Manner, ſuppoſing all you have 
ſaid of this to be true in general (which I fee 
no Reaſon yet to grant) while we meet with ſo 
many profeſs'd Juſtifications of the Principles: 
and Proceedings tending to the diſmal Tra- 
gedy of the Day, (of if not the Fact itſelf too) 
not only from the Preſs but the Pulpit; all 
good Chriſtians muſt ſtill think it a neceſſary 
Duty, to implore the Mercy of God, that nei- 
ther the Guilt of that ſacred and innocent 
Blood, nor thoſe other Sins by which God was 
provoked to deliver up both us and our. King 
into theHands of cruel and unreaſonable Men, 
may at any Time hereafter be viſited upon us 
or our Poſterity. Nor can it be deemed an 
impertinent or unſeaſonable Attempt in a 
true Churchman and loyal Subject, thus fairly 
to encounter ſuch pernicious Principles, when 
we have undoubted Authority to obſerve, 
that the Growth and Increaſe of 
2 f. Cp. * thoſe Troubles and Diſorders 
did, in a very great Meaſure, 
proceed from a Multitude of feditious Ser- 
* mons, Pamphlets and Speeches, daily 
« preach'd, printed and publiſh'd, with a 
« tranſcendent Boldneſs, defaming the Perſon - 
© and Government of Zheir then undoubted 
* Rightful Sovereign, wherein Men were 
too much encouraged: And (above. all) 
from a wiltul Miſtake of the ſupream 
| and 
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© and lawful Authority, whilſt Men were 
forward to cry up and maintain thoſe 
Orders and Ordinances, - Oaths and Cove- 
* nants, to be Acts legal and warrantable, 
< which in themſelves had not the leaſt Co- 
© lour of Law or Juſtice to ſupport them; 
from which kind of Diſtempers, as the 
* preſent Age is not yet wholly freed, fo Po- 
* ſterity- may be apt to relapſe into them, if 
< a timely Remedy be not provided.” 

And now, leſt my Letter ſhould become 
as tireſome. to you and its Readers, as your 
Sermon has been to me and many of its 
Hearers, I ſhall lay down my Pen, after I 
have briefly and coolly expoſtulated with you, 
upon ſome of your occaſional Expreſſions, 
which otherwiſe might be liable to Miſcon- 
ſtruction. | 

You give your Sermon a Title of too great 
a Latitude, without any Diſtinction of Go- 
verument rightful or uſurp'd, Oppoſition le- 
gal or forcible, or who is to judge of the 
Reaſonab/eneſs of either. Let me therefore 

adviſe you, if it ſhould chance to have the 
Honour of a ſecond Edition, to correct your 
Title, more agreeably to your 'i ext and the 
Duty of the Day; and call it The M:/chrefs 
of forcible Oppofition to rightful Government” 
or Authority. 

In your Dedication, you boaſt of your 
Oppoſition to the prevailing Humour of the 
fattious and unruly, Who you * 

| taat 
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that Reflection, teguires an Explanation · 
Every one knows who are now Prevailing : 
But you know , beſt, why you give them 
ſuch * Characters. 
Again, you make it a ſceming Paradox, 
151 that the real Friends to frue Li- 
; * berty ſhould be forc'd to ſtand 
« forth in Maintenance of the juſt Rights of 
Autbority as if theſe two were Incon- 
ſiſtent and Incompatible! Wherea no ho- 
neſt Man and good Subject will deſire more 
Liberty, than is conſiſtent with the uf 
p. g. 2, Rights of Authority; for that (as 
vou elſewhere confeſs) is not 
Liberty, but Licentiouſneſs. 

Where you ſpeak on a Suppoſition of the 
civil Magiſtrate's not continuing to act agree- 
ably to the End of his Office, but proving 
a Terror to the good Works, and not to the 
Evil, you ſay, no one, ſurely! now a Days, 

P.8. will pretend, that the Religion 
© of Chrif requires us to be ac- 
© ceflary to our own Deſtrution ? &c. What 
you mean by that dangerous Inſinuation, 
Now-a-Deys, as if that were aur preſent 
Caſe, I — you to account for, as well as 
you can. It founds very harſhly out of the 
Mouth of ſo great a Pretender to modern 
Loyalty. But I ſhall have Occaſion to take 
Notice of ather Inſtances of the like Incon- 
ſiſtency, before I have done. 
Asto what you fay of the governed Society ha- 


ving 


1311 
ving a natural Right to be exerted againſt their 


_ Governours, as 8 Wer” 
ſhall judge it and 58 
dent (for that is the Enghi/Þ « r Maxim ;) 


whatever you may think of it, according tb 
= Politicks, *tis neither good Divinity, 


orality, Law, nor common Senſe ; as appears 
by what is beforeſaid. 


Your Declaration againſt a Fa##jous Spirit 
of Oppoſition, clogging the Wheels „ 
of Government, and Diſtreſſing an 08 
Adminiftration, tent bout real Cauſe, is not 
to be underſtood, till the Faction in the Oppo- 
fitron, and thoſe in the Haminiſtration, have 


firſt agreed, what ſhall be @ real Cauſe of 
Oppoſition, and what not; which Prelimi- 


naries will probably not be ſettled before 
Doomsday] when all Factions will receive 
according to their Demerits. And the ſame 
may be {aid of what you add, of 5 
the Difference between the iegal Fe 
exatting of Money, and a legal and equitable 
Adminiſtration. 

But, what follows is ſtill more remarkable. 
After ſpeaking of the Injunction in your Text, 
to render to All their Dues, as the great Rule 


of Fuftice, and an Epitome of the whole Civil 


Law, as well as the Moral; infomuch that 
whoever ſhall fincerely endea- 
vour to comport themſelves by 
this Rule, will very rarely (if ever) be 
wanting in their Duty to God, the King, 
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their Neighbour, or Themſelves; and who- 
ever ſhall negle& or deſpiſe it in any Man- 
ner, muſt ſo far forth, at leaſt, fall ſhort 
of fulfilling the neceſſary Offices of Life 
incumbent on them; (all which you ex- 
empliſy in the Ways of Traſſich, and in 
Matters of mere Grace and Favour,) you 
take Occaſion to add this extraordinary Pe- 
riod; And even with Reſpect to a Man's 
3 Self, tamely to give up, or care- 

13. 

leſly to neglect the aſſerting, his 
ovyn juſt Rights, would procure him no 
1 better Title, than that of an eaſy Fool And 
yet (vrhich would be amazing beyond Ex- 
preſſion, were it not by its frequency be- 
come familiar. to us ;) Men attempt the 
« eſtabliſhing to themſelves a Reputation of 
* Wiſdom, by with-holding from God and 
the King their juſt Dues! Now, from all 
this, ſome People are apt to conclude, that 
it could not but be intended in favour of the 
- Facobite Cauſe, and thoſe who eſpouſe it on 
a Principle (as they believe) of Right and 
Fuſtice ! They lay, in the firſt — of this 
Pafſage, you have given a Character of their 
Party, as Men of Honour, Probity and Con- 
ſcience; in the next, you have made a fair 
Apology for Him who made the late At- 
tempt to recover their ſuppoſed juſt Rights; 
and in the laſt, that you have artfully cenſur'd 
thoſe who oppoſed him, for their <vith-hold- 
i thoſe ſuppoſed 7u/t Dues from him you 
(they 
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(they tay) is the plain and genuine Senſe and 


eaning of your Words here quoted; and 
that all your Reflections upon an „ _ 
Abjured Popiſh Pretender! The 
Mad Adventurer, with his Mountain-Rob- 
bers and ſauch-like Terms of Reproach, are 


only thrown in by the bye, as Words of 


Courſe, adapted to the Language of the 
Times, to make the reſt paſs withvut Of- 
fence, and to ſcreen yourſelf from the Dan- 
gerous Suſpicion of Diſaffection! This, you 
alone know, whether true or falſe; And I 
thought it but Juſtice to let you know what 
is faid, that you may take a proper Qppor- 
tunity to clear yourſelf of the Imputation. 

Speaking elſewhere of Infidelity, you re- 


flect, what notable Patriots thoſe Men are, 


* whohave given Encouragement 
to this Epidemic Evil, which 
©. hath, of late Years, ſpread ſo much among 
us. Have they not ſhew'd themſelves, by 
this Behaviour, to be as void of Senſe as 
« Faith, as void of Skill in the Arts of true 
© Policy, as in Religion? Now, this is an 
heavy Charge indeed, upon ſome reputed 


8 q. 


Patriats ! And the worſe too, becauſe of its 


direct Tendency to Popery, Sla- 
very and Tyranny. Had you 
given ſome Light to diſcover whom tis aim'd 
at, it might have been of ſome Service, at 
leaft to your Hearers FO may be apt = 

mil 
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miſapply it, and think you meant the Coali- 
tion, of whom you had ſpoken with ſo 

p. 10. much Contempt; or ſome Men 
F in great Power, under whoſe In- 
fluence and Encouragement this Evil of In- 
fidelity hath of late Years become Epide- 
mical. 

What you ſay of Ambitious and Factious 
Politicians, and their Artifices to alarm the 
Populace with imaginary Dangers, 
which are generally the Fictions 
of their ow n idle Brains, we have ſeen verified 
in ſome of our own Times. I ſhould therefore 
be always jealous of any one who is /et up for 
a Guardian of the Liberties of the People 
(which ſappoſeth them in a State of Mino- 
rity,) next to him who ſhould preſume to 
ſet up for the Guardian of the Honour of 
God. | 
The next Expreflion I ſhall here take No- 

„ of, is that of the Subjects un- 

duoubted Birth-right of Freedom 
and Independency. But this is an Abſurdity 
in Nature. For, as a State of Subjection and 
Independency are inconſiſtent, ſo every Man 
in the World, from Cain downwards, is born 
a Subject, except he happens to be a poſthu- 

mous Soveraign P rince, born after the Death 
of his Father. ä 
You ſpeak of the King's being * arraign'd 
| © as 
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as a Felon and a Traytor: But as 
I don't find Felony imputed to him 
either at his Arraigument or Sentence, other- 
wiſe than as Murder is in Law a Species of 
Felony. The Words of the Charge againſt 
him were, as a Tyrant, Traytor, Murderer, 
and public Enemy! 

You ſay, Poepery and Infidelity, tho 
© ſeemingly at the wideſt Diſtance - 
< poſſible, yet generally advance 
* Handin Hand: and are reciprocally Parents 
of each other.“ Where, I ſhall not ſtand to 
criticize: upon the Propriety of their being 
reciprocally Parents. But, if the Relation 
between theſe two be fo natural, and the 
Tranſition ſo eaſy, have we not Reaſon to 
apprehend the coming in of Popery from a 
Quarter which was leaſt of all ſuſ- „ 
pected ? Since you told us how * * 
much Infidelity hath of late Years ſpread, 
by the Encouragement of ſome notable Pa- 
triots, among us; as I obſerv'd before. To 
prevent which (and that, I believe, is the 
only Way to prevent it, if Engliſumen would 
yet be ſo wiſe and honeſt to follow this your 
good Piece of Advice,) let a hearty Zeal for 
© the Purity of Religion, and a 
« Willingneſs to obey thoſe who ** 73: 


© have a rightful Authority over us, be, as it 


. * ought to be, the peculiar Glory, the di- 
= ſtinguiſhing, 


136 
c inguiſhing CharaRter, of the Engl: fp Na- 
«© tion, 
To this I freely affent, | and MIR, ex 


Animo, 
12, 
Tau Servant, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


G I V E me Leave here, Sir, at parting, 
to put you gently in Mind of the Prin- 


ciples you profeſsd, when you was of St. 


Jobn's College in Oxford. Tis not fo long 
ago, that you can have forgot the annual 
Commemoration of the Founder, and that 
of your other great Benefactor Abp. Laud, 
whoſe Bread you eat there. You know beſt, 
whether you then did your Duty on thoſe 
Occaſions, or on either of the other two ſo- 
lemn Anniverſaries of Fan. 35, and May 
29. Conſider then, whether the Conditional 
Allegiance, &c. ſo confidently aſſerted by the 
venal Orator at St. PauPs, is conſiſtent with 
the Spirit of Loyalty which. breath'd in tho 
annual Speeches at St. Fohn's. If not, yo 
muſt have worne a Maſk at one or other o 
thoſe Places; which will juſtify the Suſpi- 
cions of your real Deſign in ſeveral Paſſages 
of your late extraordinary Sermon. 
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„ to. I. 14 (in Marg.) for p 14. read p. 16. P. 
14. |. 26, for there read here. P. 10. 1 15. for 
Purity read parity. P. 28,1, 8. read if not of. 
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